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work in a spirit of partnership and re-
spect was heart-warming, promising a
new era in bilateral relations.

But a short time later there was
Kargil. Kargil is the name of a town in
Kashmir under India’s jurisdiction near
the line of control that separates the
areas controlled by India and Pakistan.
In May of 1999, Pakistani-backed forces
crossed that line and attacked India’s
defensive positions near Kargil. This
bold gambit by Pakistan was not suc-
cessful militarily. Ultimately, it
proved to be even more of a disaster
militarily for Pakistan, and the United
States urged Pakistan to withdraw its
forces back to its side of the line of
control. Our government refused to go
along with Pakistan’s bid to strength-
en its position by internationalizing
the crisis by trying to get the United
States to step in as a mediator in the
bilateral dispute.

What little was left of the ‘‘Spirit of
Lahore,’’ Madam Speaker, was further
eroded last October when a military
coup in Pakistan removed the civilian
government from power and threw
Prime Minister Sharif in jail.

In a recent interview with an inter-
national news service, our Assistant
Secretary of State for South Asian Af-
fairs, Karl Inderfurth, said that a solu-
tion to the Kashmir project must be
homegrown and not exploited from the
outside. Mr. Inderfurth expressed that
the State Department was trying to
move away from the old days when
there was typically a pro-Pakistan tilt
in U.S. policy in the region, to a more
even-handed approach for working with
both of the major South Asian nations.
But he stated, and I quote, ‘‘Right now
we have more opportunities to pursue
with India, and, frankly, right now we
have many more concerns about the di-
rection Pakistan is heading.’’ He also
expressed hope that Pakistan would
take concrete steps that would allow a
productive and serious dialogue to be
resumed with India.

Madam Speaker, I would stress that
the most helpful concrete step that
Pakistan could take would be to do all
in its power to end the cross-border
terrorism that has caused so much suf-
fering to the people of Kashmir, Hindu
and Muslim alike. While India has
made clear its willingness to negotiate
in good faith with Pakistan, India also
has to maintain a vigilant defensive
posture for as long as the Pakistani-
supported cross-border terrorism con-
tinues.

Madam Speaker, I believe that Presi-
dent Clinton’s recent trip to South
Asia, which I had the opportunity to
take part in, has played a significant
role in helping to reduce tensions and
hostility between Pakistan and India.
As Secretary Inderfurth said, ‘‘The
President’s visit has changed the terms
of the relationship between the United
States and India, the world’s two larg-
est democracies.’’ The President made
it clear to both India and Pakistani
leaders that the U.S. would be happy to
work with both countries as friends to

try to encourage dialogue, but it is not
our place to dictate the terms of the
peace process in Kashmir much less the
outcome.

The great thing about the Lahore
process is that it rose as a bilateral ini-
tiative between India and Pakistan.
The key for breathing life into the bi-
lateral Lahore declarations is for Paki-
stan to accept India’s outstretched
hand. And so far, unfortunately, Paki-
stan has been sending somewhat mixed
signals.

Meanwhile, Madam Speaker, we have
seen how dangerous the Kashmiri mili-
tant movement, which is supported by
Pakistan, has become. Over the week-
end we heard from one of the militant
leaders, Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar, who
was one of the three militants freed
last December by the Indian govern-
ment in exchange for freeing the inno-
cent hostages being held in the hi-
jacked Indian Airlines plane. Accord-
ing to a news account from the AP, Mr.
Zargar dismissed the idea of negotia-
tions with India, promising to stay on
the path of jehad, or holy war. He
threatened punishment for any Kash-
miri who opened talks with India. And
this, unfortunately, is the true face of
the so-called freedom movement in
Kashmir.
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Mr. Speaker, by taking steps towards
negotiation, Pakistan could help to
isolate and undercut these terrorist
groups operating in Kashmir. So far,
Pakistan has done just the opposite,
actively supporting the terrorists. But
at some point, I hope that the Paki-
stani leadership will recognize that
that strategy is increasingly turning
Pakistan into a pariah state.

If and when Pakistan changes its
course, and I hope it will soon, they
will find a willing negotiating party in
India and a supportive friend in the
United States. I just hope that we can
resume the India-Pakistan dialogue in
the ‘‘spirit of Lahore’’ as soon as pos-
sible.

COMMEMORATING MEN AND
WOMEN WHO FOUGHT IN VIET-
NAM WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GUTKNECHT). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, May 7, a celebration of sort, a
commemoration of sort, took place in
all 50 States in this country as we com-
memorated the 25th anniversary of the
end of the Vietnam War.

Between 1958 and 1975, over 8 million
Americans, 228,000 of whom were Geor-
gians, fought in Southeast Asia on be-
half of freedom against communism
and totalitarianism. That was the war
of my generation. It was the legacy
that I remember.

America was divided throughout that
war and remains, in some cases, di-

vided today over whether we should
have been there and our resolve was
never what it should have been. But to-
night, I rise not to debate that, but to
commemorate the men and women who
fought and died on behalf of the United
States of America, 58,000 of them, 2,042
who remaining missing in action
today.

While we debate the positive nature
of issues we believe in and condemn
others today in contemporary times,
we must continue to pause and reflect
on the sacrifice made on behalf of all of
us.

To that end, I want to commend five
individuals from Georgia, Susie Ragan,
who founded the MIA/POW force in
Georgia and now has moved to Mary-
land and is doing the same thing so we
do not forget those 2,042; Tommy
Clack, a triple amputee who returned
to a divided America and has com-
mitted the rest of his life to see to it
that Vietnam veterans get the atten-
tion and services that they deserve and
their Government promised; Ron Mil-
ler, who served as the former executive
director of the Georgian Veterans
Leadership Program; and Colonel Ben
Purcell of Georgia, a member of the
Georgia legislature, but 25 years ago a
man who ended more than 8 years as a
prisoner of war, over 5 in solitary con-
finement.

We must never forget the sacrifice
made by those men and women for our
Nation and for our country and the
duty and honor and commitment they
made to this country and to their God.

And that fifth person to me is a per-
son by the name of Jack Elliott Cox.
Jack died in Vietnam in 1968. But Jack
was a volunteer. He volunteered when
we graduated from college to go to
OSC. And like 70 percent of those who
died in Vietnam, he was not drafted, he
was a volunteer.

In fact, what is so often not talked
about is that 25 percent of those who
fought were drafted, 75 percent were
people who volunteered for the service
in a divided war and a divided time.
But they were committed to their
country.

Let us not forget the Jack Coxes, the
Susie Ragans, the Tommy Clacks, the
Ron Millers, and the Ben Purcells,
those who fought and live today to
fight on for the veterans of that war,
and those who died for you and I.

As Members of this Congress, when
we go to the 26th anniversary next
year, may it be a time that we con-
tinue our commitment to the veterans
of the United States of America and
the men and women who, regardless of
conflicts at home, fought and served
and, in some cases, died for their coun-
try, for our Nation, and for those of us
here tonight.

STATES SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO
PROTECT THEIR OWN WATERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
METCALF) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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